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October is here, and consulting recruitment is firmly back in full swing.
 

The latest Savitas Consulting Recruitment Index paints an interesting picture of 
the market. Across the six firms I track consistently, vacancies have dipped 3.3% 
since September, suggesting that some of the recent momentum has eased. But 
step back from the month-to-month movement and the picture is considerably 
more encouraging: vacancies are still 16.4% higher than they were in October 
2025.

There is plenty of activity behind those numbers too. Bain, BCG, Deloitte, EY, 
McKinsey and others have packed recruitment calendars in October, while 
graduate, internship and experienced-hire opportunities continue to appear across 
a much broader range of consulting firms. As ever, though, the picture varies 
considerably by firm, geography and level, so knowing where to look matters.
 

It's going to be an exceptionally busy month for me too. This week alone I'll be at 
Bayes Business School and LSE, supporting students at Cambridge Judge and 
working with HEC Paris on Friday, followed by many more university workshops 
throughout October.
 

If you're hoping to break into consulting, my advice this month is simple: get 
moving. Attend recruitment events, research firms beyond the obvious names, 
understand the application deadlines and start preparing for online assessments 
and case interviews. Some opportunities will disappear surprisingly quickly.
 

In this edition, I've brought together the latest industry news, recruitment 
opportunities and free consulting events, along with my monthly Recruitment 
Index and a closer look at Bain's online assessments and how to prepare for 
them.
 

And if you're still working out where to begin, I've included three resources below 
to help: my Consulting Career Starter Kit, Consulting Career Quiz and Consulting 
Career Readiness Assessment. If you haven't subscribed to the newsletter yet, 
you can do so here. You can also download past copies of the newsletter from the 
same page. 

Consulting Career Starter Kit

Consulting Career Quiz

Consulting Career Readiness Assessment

Industry News

McKinsey is increasingly recruiting  
from outside its traditional MBA 

pipelines as AI changes the work 
consultants perform. Ben Ellencweig, 

who leads QuantumBlack, said its 
recruiting has changed “dramatically”. 

New hires increasingly include 
mathematicians, PhDs, start-up 
founders and tech professionals, 
alongside traditional MBA hires.

The latest Times research reports 
that vacancies at leading UK graduate 

employers fell 2.7%, the fifth 
consecutive annual decline. However, 

data indicates consulting graduate 
recruitment will increase by around 
10%, with Deloitte recruiting more 

than 1,500 graduates and apprentices 
and PwC and EY around 1,000 each 

across their broader businesses.

Accenture has teamed with Google 
to create 1,000 forward-deployed AI-

engineering roles. They have also 
launched Accenture Construct, a 

5,000-strong team focussed on 
capital projects covering strategy, 

engineering, technology and project 
delivery.

KPMG is cutting 200 jobs from its 
data and tech division, about 4% of its 

UK advisory business. This is the 
latest round of redundancies after a 
series of job losses at the Big Four 
firm. Low staff attrition and subdued 
demand have reportedly forced the 

firm to reduce its workforce.

Based on project wins, acquisitions, 
expansion and senior appointments, 
these are five consultancies worth 
keeping an eye on over the coming 

months:
Accenture (AI/Infrastructure)

IBM Consulting (Cyber / Defence)
PA Consulting (AI/Energy/Nuclear)
Netcompany (Digital/Healthcare)

Arcadis (Infrastructure)

PwC has reported that UK revenues 
grew by 2% this year, with Consulting, 

Deals, Tax and Audit all recording 
growth. But Middle East revenues fell 
15%. According to the FT, staffing has 
fallen by around 4,000 people while 

consulting revenues across the wider 
group fell roughly 10%. Geography 
matters enormously in consulting 

recruitment. 

Events
Accenture UK does not appear to have any career events planned in 

October. Keep an eye on their website to see when new events are posted.
Bain & Company is hosting a particularly busy programme of events in 

October. Here are some worth registering for:
Oct 7th - What does an Associate Consultant do? (deadline Oct 6th) - 

Virtual. For all students except MBAs
Oct 7th - Amsterdam PE Networking Event (deadline Oct 5th)
Oct 8th - Forum EPFL, Zurich. In person
Oct 8th - How do I crack a case? Virtual (deadline Oct 7th)
Oct 8th - Get to know us. London schools In Person Event for students 

(deadline Oct 6th)
Oct 12th - 2026 Women at Bain Middle East. In-person breakfast 

networking at the London office.
Oct 12th - London office recruiter virtual event for students except MBAs.
Oct 12th - 2026 Mustaqbalak Event in London: Middle East Office
Oct 14th - Bridge to APAC virtual event for MBAs in Europe considering a 

role in APAC (deadline Oct 12th)
Oct 15th  - Brussels Internship in-person event (deadline Oct 4th) 
Oct 15th - Crack the Case in person workshop in Zurich (deadline Oct 

4th)
Oct 15th - Paris office PE webinar in French (deadline Oct 14th)
Oct 15th - Bain Iberia Lisbon edition. In-person event (deadline Oct 14th)
Oct 23rd - Explore a day in the life of a London Summer Associate for 

MBA students. Virtual
Oct 23rd - Bain Copenhagen Open House. In-person (deadline Oct 15th)
Nov 18-20th - The Bain Experience Amsterdam. In person (deadline Oct 

25th)
BCG is hosting several events in October: 

Oct 6th - Intro to BCG London. Virtual
Oct 7th & 14th - BCG London Case Interviews. Virtual
 Oct 8th - BCG Utrecht in person event
Oct 8th & 15th - BCG London Interview Tips and Tricks. Virtual
Oct 9th - Strategy Academy Lab, Perth. In person 
Oct 13th - BCG London How to Build your Application
Oct 16th - BCG International. An in-person evening at the London office 

designed exclusively for students interested in career opportunities with 
BCG Italy, Budapest, Prague, Warsaw, Paris, Spain, Southeast Asia and 
the Caspian Region. Deadline Oct 4th.

Oct 23rd - BCG Africa Beyond Boundaries. London office event. 
Deadline Oct 2nd

Deloitte UK has opened their 2026 event programme. They also have lots 
of on-demand content. 

Oct 1st & 13th- Virtual Event - Assessment Insights
Oct 6th - Virtual Event - Introducing Deloitte
On campus events at Queens University, and Universities of York, 

London, Liverpool, Warwick, Birmingham, Southampton, Leicester, 
Manchester and lots more in October.

Careers Fairs at Universities of East Anglia, Oxford, Cambridge, 
Reading, Sheffield and lots more in October.

EY-Parthenon does not appear to have any events in October but EY does 
have the following events planned.

Oct 6th - Leeds University and University of Edinburgh
Oct 6th, 13th, 20th & 27th - Virtual application bootcamp webinar
Oct 7th - University of Birmingham and Leicester
Oct 8th - Robert Gordon University and Leeds University
Oct 12th - Warwick Employer Presentation
Oct 12th - University of Manchester
Oct 13th - Imperial College and University of Birmingham
Oct 14th - Herriot Watt and Queen Mary Universities
Oct 15th - Kings College, UCL and Warwick University
Oct 20th - Universities of Sheffield, Oxford and Edinburgh
Oct 27th - University of Bristol
Oct 28th - Aston University

EY also has online content describing the work they do and a new virtual 
experience that you can explore.

Kearney does not appear to have any recruitment events planned but they 
do have lots of content describing life at Kearney and the recruitment process.

L.E.K. Consulting has 2 virtual events open in EMEA, 1 virtual event in the 
Americas, and none in APAC, Middle East or Australia in October.

Management Consulted is holding the final of its case competition world 
cup on October 30th.

MBA Exchange has various events planned in October including two 
presented by me! I will be presenting on Oct 12th and then giving a brief case 
interview workshop on Oct 27th. 

McKinsey has several events planned in October including:
Oct 8th - International Students Meetup, Central Europe (deadline Oct 

1st)
Oct 8th - Meet McKinsey Greece at the London office (deadline Oct 1st)
Oct 20-29th - Skills for Success Europe. Series of virtual events. 

Deadline Oct 18th.
Oct 20th - Women in Leadership virtual event (deadline Oct 19th)
Meet McKinsey Central Europe Dinner in London (deadline Oct 4th). The 

dinner is organized exclusively for Bosnian, Bulgarian, Croatian, 
Hungarian, Macedonian, Montenegrin, Polish, Romanian, Serbian, 
Slovenian and Ukrainian speaking students studying in the UK, who are 
considering a career in management consulting.

Don't forget that they also have a series called 'McKinsey Unpacked' 
where they interview various members of the organisation. You can watch 
the playbacks here.

OC&C is planning lots of great events in October including lots of University 
careers events and virtual events on Oct 5th, 6th, 12th, 19th and 26th.

Oliver Wyman has various university events planned in October including 
those at UCL, LBS, Edinburgh, Oxford, Warwick, Cambridge, and Durham. 
They also have an online job simulation to test your consulting skills. It takes 
4-5 hours to complete and you get a certificate at the end. 

Roland Berger is hosting a virtual event in October to find out about 
internships in Bucharest. 

Simon-Kucher has no events planned in October that you can join. They 
will advertise future careers events here.  

Strategy& is advertising a Pharma & Life Sciences Strategy Consulting 
virtual event on Oct 20th for PhD students and graduates. Deadline is Oct 4th. 
Keep an eye on all future events here.

Recruitment and Internship Opportunities
Accenture has 2 strategy vacancies in Austria (down from 4), 6 in Canada 

(down from 8), 3 in mainland China (up from 2), 3 in France (no change), 21 in 
Germany (down from 24), 85 strategy roles in India (no change), 1 strategy 
role in Ireland (no change), 7 in Italy (up from 6), 8 in Spain (down from 9), 1 in 
Switzerland (no change), 8 strategy roles in the UK (down from 12) and 48 in 
the USA (up from 43). 

Advancy is hiring interns at their Frankfurt, Paris, Singapore and Shanghai 
offices and strategy consultants at their Frankfurt, Paris, New York, Singapore, 
Shanghai, Bangkok and London offices.

Alvarez & Marsal has 1,675 consulting vacancies globally (down from 
1,688) with the majority in the USA, Germany and India. They have 87 
consulting roles in Germany, 36  in UK (up from 24), 19 in France, 18 in 
Canada, 11 in Spain, and 10 in Netherlands. 

Arthur D. Little has 32 internship vacancies at various offices (down from 
37). They also have 30 analyst and consultant roles open globally (up from 
24).

Bain & Company is advertising for Internships, Associate Consultants,  and 
Consultants globally. They have various internship programs open for 
application ranging from less than a week to several months part-time. You 
can search for experienced hire roles here.

Baringa has 38 relevant open consulting roles across the UK, Spain, 
Bulgaria, Singapore, Australia, Germany, and USA (up from 34). 

BCG has 398 open consulting roles (up from 390). Register for updates here 
and take a look at their virtual office and job simulations, designed for people 
considering a role there. 

Capco (a Wipro company) has 378 business consulting roles (down from 
471) including 18 in the UK (down from 29).

Elixirr has 32 roles open globally (down from 40), including graduate analyst 
roles in the London office (starting 2027)

EY Parthenon 2027 consulting recruitment for graduates and interns is now 
closed - sorry. However, they have advertised a consultant role specialising in 
analytics and AI based in London. You can find experienced hire vacancies 
here.

EY has plenty of experienced hire opportunities, mainly in India. 
Heidrick & Struggles has 28 roles available (down from 41), including 

various analyst, associate and consultant opportunities globally.
IBM Consulting has 594 open consulting roles, (up from 533) including 54 

internships. 
Kearney has 22 consulting internships (up from 20), and 117 associate and 

analyst roles globally (up from 87).
L.E.K. has 16 open consulting roles in Europe (up from 12). They have 5 

open consulting roles in the Americas, 6 roles in Australia and 7 consulting 
roles in Asia. They have 1 open role in the Middle East.

McKinsey is advertising globally for analyst interns. They are also 
advertising for associates, associate interns, business analysts, and business 
analyst interns. In total, they are listing 266 consulting jobs globally (up from 
263).

Newton is hiring a consultant in Sydney currently. You can see roles as they 
become available here. They also have a useful brochure explaining what they 
do and how they work. 

OC&C is looking for an Associate Consultant/Consultant in their Shanghai 
office and for associate consultants in analytics and strategy in their London 
office. 

Oliver Wyman is advertising 232 consulting roles (up from 198) with most in 
the USA, Germany, UK, Spain and France.

PA Consulting has 81 open roles in the UK, mainly in London but also in 
Manchester, Bristol and Belfast. They also have open roles in Norway, 
Denmark, the Netherlands, the USA, and Sweden. 

Partners in Performance (part of Accenture) is looking for associates and 
senior associates in the UK and Australia. They are also looking for senior 
associates in the USA and Canada. Apply here.

Proudfoot, the operations management consultancy, has no vacancies this 
month.

PwC UK currently has 40 consulting vacancies in the UK (down from 46) 
although they are mainly senior roles (senior manager and above).

Roland Berger has opened its graduate recruitment applications for the 
London office. Deadline for applications is October 18th. They also have 92 
experienced hire opportunities (up from 85), 21 consulting internship 
opportunities, 3 MBA vacancies in Bucharest and Tokyo, and 27 global 
vacancies for graduates.

Simon Kucher has listed 11 consulting vacancies over the past month 
mainly in the USA and Germany.

Strategy& has internship and associate opportunities in the Amsterdam 
office (fluent Dutch required). They have various opportunities in Germany and 
Austria including internships, and various experienced opportunities in France. 
You can find opportunities in your chosen locality here.

Teneo has global opportunities you can find here.
WSP has various consulting roles open globally. 

Getting Ready for Bain's Online Assessments
 

You have polished your CV, researched Bain and started practising cases. But 
there may be another hurdle before you get to demonstrate your skills in an 
interview: the online assessment. It deserves a place in your preparation plan, 
particularly if you have not taken an aptitude test for several years.
 

Bain currently uses two assessment providers, Sova and TestGorilla. Its official 
guidance explains that these tests help recruiters understand your potential 
beyond your CV and academic results. They assess capabilities relevant to 
consulting, including problem solving, analytical thinking and communication, and 
form one part of the wider application review.
 

Understanding the differences
Sova commonly includes numerical, verbal and logical reasoning alongside 
questions about your working preferences. You might interpret a chart, decide 
whether a statement follows from a passage, or identify the next shape in a 
sequence. Some versions also include situational judgement questions about 
workplace decisions.
 

Do not mistake the absence of a countdown for unlimited thinking time. Sova’s 
reasoning assessments consider both accuracy and speed. Bain allows you to 
complete Sova across separate sittings, provided you finish before the deadline.
TestGorilla uses timed skills tests. Numerical reasoning, critical thinking and data 
interpretation feature in reported formats; business judgement and leadership 
questions can also appear. The combination varies, so avoid assuming that an 
online walkthrough describes exactly what you will receive. Bain asks candidates 
to complete TestGorilla in one sitting.
 

Which test will you take?
Both internship and permanent consulting applicants may be assessed, including 
Associate Consultants and Consultants. Experienced hires should not assume 
they are exempt.
 

Sova has commonly been reported in London and parts of Europe and the Middle 
East. TestGorilla is reported in North America and selected European and Asian 
offices; Bain’s Seoul Associate Consultant guidance explicitly names it. However, 
recent Dubai candidates also report TestGorilla, illustrating why fixed geographical 
lists can mislead. Your invitation email is the authority on your assessment, timing 
and deadline.
 
Preparing effectively
My advice is to start with familiarity, then focus on your weaker skills. For Sova, 
use the official Candidate Preparation Hub and its sample questions. Bain says 
TestGorilla requires no advance preparation, but refreshing basic reasoning skills 
and understanding the instructions can help you approach it confidently.
Practise percentages, ratios and interpreting tables. For verbal questions, 
separate what the passage actually establishes from what seems likely. For 
logical questions, work systematically through possible rules. Try short timed sets, 
review every mistake and identify whether the problem was understanding, 
calculation or rushing. Check navigation rules before starting: you may not be able 
to revisit answers.
 
Two useful videos are Management Consulted’s Bain Gorilla Test: 4 Example 
Questions, a concise worked introduction, and How2Become’s Bain Assessment 
Test: 25 Practice Questions & Answers, offering broader practice. Both are 
unofficial preparation resources. Pause before each explanation and attempt the 
question yourself; watching someone else solve it is much easier than doing it 
independently.
 
Who is likely to do well?
The tasks favour careful reading, confident numerical reasoning and a steady 
pace. That is a practical inference from the skills assessed, rather than evidence 
that a particular degree or professional background guarantees success. Strong 
academic results alone will not prevent avoidable errors. Answer working-
preference questions honestly instead of trying to manufacture the personality you 
think Bain wants.
 
Finally, give yourself the right conditions: a quiet room, reliable internet and a 
laptop or desktop. Bain permits pen, paper and a calculator. Request any 
adjustments before beginning, and complete the assessment independently 
without AI assistance. A little focused preparation can help you arrive ready to 
demonstrate your abilities on the day. 
 

 

Get in Touch
James Brown is a certified coach, a 
practising management consultant and a 
former Director at Accenture Strategy 
and Consulting. You can learn more 
about him, the workshops, webinars, 
courses, case competitions and 
coaching he offers on the Savitas 
Website (link below).

Savitas Website

Get our latest updates
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Chester, UK
07930608739

See regular updates here: Check out the events 
James will be speaking at:
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